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God's Presence 
By Ruth Evangeline MacGregor 


LONGED to feel God’s presence 
As I staggered ‘neath my load, 
So I prayed for strength and courage 
And for guidance on the road. 


I found Him there beside me 
And I felt my spirit soar, 

For He helped me bear the burden 
That had weighed me down before. 


I didn’t see His visage, 
No. Nor did I hear His voice, 
But I surely felt His presence 
And it made my soul rejoice. 


What Makes a Missionary? 


Many factors work together to pro- 
duce a call to the mission field. A Bible 
verse, a stanza in a hymn, the testimony 
of a returned missionary, an incident 
on the field may add the final touch 
needed to bring a young person to the 
point of applying to a mission board; 
but, as many tributaries form a river, 
so many influences contribute to the 
settled purpose to go to the foreign field. 
This was well illustrated recently in the 
applications of seven candidates for one 
mission. Several spoke of Christian 
home training. One man said, “I was 
led to a definite experience of salva- 
tion by my father when I was about 
six.” A girl said: “My parents were 
Christians and some of my earliest 


memories are of attending Sunday 
school and church and listening to Hurl- 
but’s ‘Story of the Bible’ each evening.” 
Many referred to good training in Sun- 
day school and church. Some are grad- 
uates of Wheaton College, or have taken 
summer work there; some have been 
trained at Biola, Moody Bible Institute, 
the Philadelphia Bible Institute, and 
one took a correspondence course from 
the Emmaus Bible Institute. One is a 
graduate of Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary. Three owe much to the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. Bible 
conferences and youth meetings have 
played their part in leading these young 
people to surrender their lives to God. 
One yielded when “a missionary from 
South America spoke on missionary 
work ... and asked if there were any 
young people present who would pub- 
licly dedicate their lives to the Lord 
for the missionary service.” The names 
of such contemporary leaders as Charles 
E. Fuller, Billy Graham, Percy Craw- 
ford, and Jack Wyrtzen appear in these 
applications as having had influence on 
the candidates; and one girl wrote, “At 
this time, too, the reading of several 
biographies of Hudson Taylor made a 
great impression upon me.” Another girl 
was led to do a job at an institute which 
she had said she never would do, and 
she adds, “However, the Lord showed 
me that this was His next step for me 
and I can see now where these past 
three years on the staff have been 
G. M. T. (Good Missionary Training 


as we call it ...).” Even athletics 
and outdoor life have done their part 
to prepare volunteers for the hardships 
of the front lines on the field. One 
person given as a reference replied to 
a question about the health of a candi- 
date: “Rugged and vigorous ... She 
hiked around Mt. Hood at the timber- 
line last summer. It was a trip inyolv- 
ing three days and nights.” Such de- 
tails might seem trivial, but there are 
young pioneers on several fields today 
who owe their ability to “take it” on 
jungle, desert, and forest trails partly 
to their mountain climbing and camp- 
ing in the States. These applications 
—only a sample of scores received by 
mission boards—should be cause for 
thanksgiving: for our sound Bible insti- 
tutes, Christian colleges, and seminaries; 
for thousands of Christian homes and 
Sunday schools and churches where the 
Bible is faithfully taught; for Bible 
teachers, pastors, missionaries, and 
writers who hold before young people 
the crying needs of the foreign fields 
and the value of a life utterly yielded 
to God to preach the Gospel where 
Christ is not krfown. The applicants’ 
answers and biographical sketches are 
reminders of such Scriptural truths as 
these: “So then neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth; but God that giveth the in- 
crease”; “and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive?”; “He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord” (1 Cor. 3:7; 
4:7; 1:31). 


Loneliness Transformed by God 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


works with others, eats with 
Others, plays with others. In a 
restaurant at the noon hour it is the 
exceptional person who is alone; it is 


Tre natural man is gregarious, He 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our 
j| transgressions from us” 
12). 


(Psa. 103: 
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an unusual thing for a person to live 
completely alone and be content. 

In the present time it almost seems 
as if men and women fear to be alone; 
they cannot find recreation or inspira- 
tion unless in a crowd or at least with 
others of like mind. Yet many of the 
greatest accomplishments must be done 
in solitude. Composers of the most 
inspiripg music of all time worked 
alone, as have literary geniuses. Many 
of our finest hymns are the result of 
loneliness of mind or spirit. 

Prayer meetings in small or larger 
groups are a great inspiration and 
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blessing, increasing the volume of the 
united petitions ascending to God. But 
the deepest experiences of the soul in 
prayer are often when one is with God 
alone. 

Every true child of God must have 
times when he is alone with God, times 
in which he not only speaks to God 
but in which he also reverently waits 
for God to speak to him. This is a 
necessity for Christian growth. 

There is a loneliness which we as 
Christians may help to assuage and in 
which we may bring comfort to the 
lonely one. There is the loneliness of 
the widow, the orphan, the person who 
is without family or near relatives. 
There is the person who has lost a dear 
one and is ready for the comforting 
message of the Gospel; those who have 
undergone similar trials will be used 
of God to bring comfort to such, if 
there is the willingness to be so used. 

There is also the indescribable lone- 
liness that few can understand except 
those of like experience. It is a lone- 
liness of the spirit which God gives to 
some of His children for a special pur- 
pose. 

Though Moses had Aaron and Miriam 
to-serve with him, there were times 
when he could cry only to God and ob- 
tain guidance and wisdom only from 
Him, 

In much of Jacob’s life he relied 
upon self, bet in his time of greatest 
_ need, though he struggled against it, 
he found that only God could satisfy. 

We could multiply these examples 
from the Old Testament, but we turn 
to the New Testament and find that 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, 
suffered these times of spiritual lone- 
liness to the greatest degree. Jesus 
“departed .. . into a mountain himself 
alone” (John 6:15). Though Peter, 
James, and John were taken into the 
inner circle of the life of the Lord, 
when His greatest need was upon Him 
and before His times of greatest trial 
and service, He was in a loneliness of 
the spirit which only His Father could 
satisfy. When He had taught the peo- 
ple, healed the sick, yearned over the 
wayward, He went into the Mount of 
Olives, into a desert place, or into a 
mountain apart. . Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John with Him into the 
Garden, but then He went on alone to 
pour out His heart to the Father, Com- 
ing back to the disciples, He said; sadly, 
“Could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” During the mockery and trial 
of Jesus, all forsook Him and fled; He 
was alone, not only physically but truly 
in spirit. Though there were those 
who kept vigil at the cross, no one un- 
derstood—and Jesus was alonel,, 

The one reason for the deep loneli- 
ness of spirit which God allows to His 
children is that the lonely one may 
realize that his sufficiency in all things 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is only in.God. When we allow our- 
selves to be satisfied with the fellow- 
ship or wisdom of others, we are prone 
to rely only on human comforters. 
When God takes from wus—or keeps 
from us—the human fellowship we 
crave, then, and perhaps only then, will 
we turn to Him. 

If we turn to God when loneliness of 
spirit is upon us, He will be to us that 
which He so longs to be and will give 
us a communion with Him that surpasses 
all our longings. Thus our loneliness 
will be turned into aloneness with God. 


August 24, 1957. 


Our fellowship with consecrated 
Christians should bring us closer to 
God, and usually does. But if we are 
wholly surrendered to Him, God will 
not allow us to depend upon others © 
when we should depend upon Him, or 
to seek the wisdom and guidance of 
others instead of first seeking guid- 
ance from Him. Let us realize that 
God desires us to be in such close re- 
lationship to Him that we will welcome 
the loneliness of spirit which draws 
us ever closer to Himself as the All- 
Sufficient One for our lives. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Evangelical Welfare 
Agency's Address 


I just finished reading the article 
in the July 27 issue of THe SuNDAY 
ScnooL Trves by General Harrison 
about “Christian Homes for Needy 
Children.” I fail to see any address 
included. I am an elderly widow and 
have few needs and I believe God 
would have me send a check for $100. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 

We read with great interest “Chris- 
tian Homes for Needy Children” in 
the July 27th issue. Since we are un- 
able to have children of our own, we 
wondered if we could have one or 
more (preferably more) from the 
EWA. There was no address in the 
article, and we would greatly appre- 
ciate it if you could supply us with 
the address of the EWA—A New 
York reader. 

The Editor regrets that the address 
was ‘not given with the article, as the 
Times usually aims to give addresses 
with articles that tell about useful 
Christian organizations. The address 
is: The Evangelical Welfare Agency, 
542 South Dearborn St., Chicago 5, Ill. 

Besides these two inquiries, there 
have been others from Michigan and 
New Jersey. The Editor also regrets 
to say that the Evangelical Welfare 
Agency does not have jurisdiction out- 
side the State of Illinois and therefore 
cannot find children for foster parents 
in other states. At present the Agency 
is sponsoring about 150 children. It 
is thoroughly worthy of the prayer and 
financial support of Christian people 
and is in need of funds, 


Furthering the Work of 


the Ecuador Martyrs 


Greetings in the Lord. I am writ- 
ing for some information concerning 
channeling some missionary money. 
We have just finished our Vacation 
Bible School and our children have 
voted to send their missionary money 
to the Auca Indians in South America. 
They are very desirous of having the 
money go either directly for the work 


in reaching the Indians or else some 
phase of the work that is connected 
in some way. We felt that since you 
have such close ties there that you 
could give us some information on 
what would be the way to channel 
or where we could send it. 

The children were very interested 
when the story was told, and espe- 
cially the older young people were 
very interested and pushed the vote 
so that it was almost unanimous. They 
were quite affected by the story as 
we related the story of the five who 
were willing to give their lives that 
the Gospel might go forward to those 
that have never heard. So we are 
quite anxious that their money go as 
they have designated it. 

If it is possible for you to give us 
this information or tell us who to con- 
tact it would be greatly appreciated. 
—A South Dakota pastor. 

In the June issue of Eternity Maga- 
zine I read your article about Nate 
Saint and the other missionaries that 
were killed by Ecuador Indians and 
wish to know which mission board 
sponsored them, as I wish to make a 
donation toward their work. God be 
with you.—An Ohio reader. 

It is good to learn of the interest in 
the efforts to take the Gospel to the 
Auca Indians which is shown by the 
children in the Vacation Bible School in 
South Dakota and the Ohio reader. As 
most readers know, no ground contact 
has been made with the Aucas since the 
five fellows were killed on January 8, 
1956; but flights have been made over 
their territory and gifts have been drop- 
ped. The two pilots who are carrying 
on the work of Nate Saint at Shell Mera 
are Johnny Keenan and Hobey Lowr- 
ance. 

The three groups represented by the 
five men are: 

The Missionary Aviation Fellowship, 
Box 32, Fullerton, Calif, 

Christian Missions in Many Lands, 16 
Hudson Street, New York 13, 

The Gospel Missionary Union, 1841 
East 7th Street, Kansas City 24, Mo. 

While each of these groups would be 
glad to help in opening the way for the 

(Continued on page 658) 
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I. Law and Grace 


Twelve different uses or applications of 


the word “law” in the New Testament 


“* 

“C): HOW love I thy law! it is my 

meditation all the day” (Psa. 

119:97). This outburst of the 
psalmist suggests that the Law of God 
is a very lovely thing. He gives 176 
verses of the longest chapter in the 
Bible to extol God’s Law. In the First 
Psalm, the Spirit speaks of the blessed 
man whose “delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his law doth he medi- 
tate day and night.” David declares 
that “the law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul” (Psa, 19:7). Yet 
we read that the Christian is not under 
Law, but under grace. We read also 
that the one who is under Law is un- 
der a curse. We read also that “law 
is not made for a righteous man, b 
for the lawless and unruly, for the un- 
godly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
for fornicators, for abusers of them- 
selves with men, for menstealers, for 
liars, for false swearers, and if there 
be any other thing contrary to the 
sound doctrine” (1 Tim, 1:9, 10). 

How shall we regard the Law of God? 
What effect does the word “law” have 
upon us? The Holy Spirit, answering 
the question “Is the law sin?” declares, 
“The law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and righteous, and good” (Rom. 
7:12). Again, “For we know that the 
law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin” (Rom, 7:14), and, “I con- 
sent unto the law that it is good” (Rom. 
7:16), and, “I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man” (Rom. 7:22). 
We might go on with passages about 
the ordinance of the Law being ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit, and of love 
fulfilling the Law. Why these appar- 
ently contradictory statements with re- 
gard to God’s Law? Shall we distin- 
guish between God’s Law in the Old 
Testament, and God’s Law in the New? 
As a basis for understanding God's rev- 
elation about Law, we need first to ask, 
does the word “law” always mean the 
same thing? 

The common word for “law” in the 
Old Testament is the Hebrew word 
torah. Hebrew scholars tell us that this 
word is derived from a primitive root 
which means “to flow as water,” then 
it means “to throw or shoot an arrow”; 
figuratively, it means “to point out” (as 
if aiming the finger), and therefore “to 
teach.” The Greek word for law used 
in the New Testament is nomos. This 
word comes from a_primitive root 
meaning “to parcel out,” which gives 


. 


‘ This is the first of a series of 
seven or eight articles on a diffi- 
cult subject—and one on which 
there has been much difference of 
opinion—by the founder and presi- 
dent (1923-1952) of Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C. Dr. Mc- 
Quilkin was also for several years 
an Associate Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, for which he also wrote 
the leading iesson article for some 
time after that; he was identified 
for years with the Victorious Life 
Testimony; and he became widely 
known as a Bible teacher, confer- 
ence speaker, and trenchant writer 
on many subjects related to the 
Christian life. 

This series is taken (by permis- 
sion) from “Law and Grace,” a manu- 
script consisting of 65 multigraphed 
sheets, divided into eight chapters. 
It is proposed to publish here in 
several installments only the chap- 
ters on “God’s Law,” “The Chris- 
tian and the Law,” “Shall We 
Preach Law or Grace?” and “Liv- 
ing by Grace.” Plans are being 
made for the publication of the en- 
tire treatise in book form, and when 
they are complete an announcement 
will be made. 

Readers will please note that Dr. 
McQuilkin nearly always quotes 
from the American Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. 





the idea of law or regulation. How- 
ever, it is not from the etymology, but 
from the usage in the New Testament 
that we are to discover the meaning 
of this word. The English word “law” 
contains the heart of the meaning of 
the Hebrew word and of the Greek 
word. 

A prominent teacher has written, 
“The student should observe that ‘law’ 
in the New Testament Scriptures al- 
ways means the Law given by Moses 
(Rom. 7:23 is the only exception).” 
Statements like this bring confu- 
sion to the Bible student as he seeks 
to understand the message of Scripture. 
For there are at least twelve distinctly 
different uses or applications of the 
word “law” in the New Testament. It 
is important to understand these dis- 
tinctions before discussing the Chris- 
tian’s relation to Law. 

1. The Pentateuch. The word “law” 
may refer to the first five books of the 
Bible. The well-kngwn threefold di- 
vision of the Hebrew Bible was Law, 
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By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


Prophets, and Writings. The Writings 
were also called the “Psalms,” because 
Psalms was the first book in this third 
division. Our Lord spoke of the things 
“which are written in the law of Moses, 
and the prophets, and the psalms, con- 
cerning me” (Luke 24:44). 

2. The Old Testament. The word 
“law” may refer to the Old Testament. 
When our Lord asked the Jews, “Is it 
not written in your law, I said ye are 
gods?” He was referring to the Psalms. 
So also the Jews said, “We have heard 
out of the law that the Christ abideth 
for ever,” referring to Psalms and sev- 
eral of the Prophets (John 12:34). In 
John 15:25 we read, “But this cometh 
to pass, that the word may be fulfilled 
that is written in their law, They hated 
me without a cause.” Paul, after quot- 
ing from Isaiah and the Psalms, de- 
clares, “Now we know what things 
soever the law saith, it speaketh to 
them that are under the law” (Rom. 
3:19). ‘ 

3. The Mosaic Law. The word “law” 
may refer to the Mosaic system, which 
extended from Sinai to the Cross. When 
Paul speaks of “the law, which came 
four hundred and thirty years after” 
(Gal. 3:17), he is referring to the 
Mosaic Law as a system, and not sim- 
ply the Ten Commandments or the 
moral law, or other laws contained in 
the Old Testament. In Hebrews we 
read, “Now if there was perfection 
through the Levitical priesthood (for 
under it hath the people received the 
law), what further need was there that 
another priest should arise after the 
order of Melchizedek, and not be reck- 
oned after the order of Aaron? For 
the priesthood being changed, there is 
made of necessity a change also of the 
law” (Heb, 7:11, 12). Here we have 
the word “law” used in that general 
sense as referring to the Mosaic system 
as a whole. 

4. The Ten Commandments. The 
word “law” may refer specifically to 
the Ten Commandments. Paul said, “I 
had not known coveting, except the 
law had said, Thou shalt not covet” 
(Rom. 7:7). He also declares that “he 
that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled 
the law,” and goes on to quote four of 
the Ten Commandments; then he adds, 
“and if there be any other command: 
ment, it is summed up in this word, 
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor: love therefore is the fulfil- 
ment of the law” (Rom. 13:8-10). 


5. The Moral Law. Closely related 
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to the use of the word “law” as referring 
to the Ten Commandments is its use 
as referring in general to the moral 
law. When our Lord was asked which 
is the great commandment of the Law, 
He gave His wonderful answer: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second 
like ynto it is this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments the whole law hangeth, and 
the prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40). This 
then is the great summing up of the 
moral-taw, and it is seen to be the sum- 
ming up of the two tables of the Ten 
Commandments. The Church as a 
whole has always looked upon the Ten 
Commandments as the summing up of 
the moral law. Exception has been 
taken to this, and that question will 
be discussed later. The moral law is 
not equivalent to the Mosaic Law. How- 
ever, the Mosaic Law, which was 
“added” because of transgressions, in- 
cluded the moral law. It included also 
the ceremonial law, civil law, criminal 
law, sanitary law, governmental law. 
But the moral law existed before 
Moses, and continues after the Cross. 
Here we are simply noting the fact 
that the word “law” is used when it 
definitely or primarily is referring to 
the requirements of God’s moral law. 
Paul is using the word “law” in this 
serise when he writes: “For when 
Gentiles that have not the law do by 
nature the things of the law, these, not 
having the law, are the law unto them- 
selves” (Rom, 2:14). 

6. Some Particular Precept or Regu- 
lation of the Law. The word “law” 
may refer to some specific precept. 
Ordinarily the word “commandment” 
is used when specific laws are referred 
to. But we do have reference to “the 
law of the husband” (Rom, 7:2). And 
a definite law is referred to when the 
Jews say, “We have a law, and by that 
law he ought to die” (John 19:7; cf. 
also Lev. 24:16; Matt. 26:63-66). 

7. The Ceremonial Law. The word 
“law” may refer specifically to the 
ceremonial law. It is true that the 
word “ceremonial” is not used in the 
New Testament, but the ceremonial law 
is often discussed. In Hebrews 10:1 we 
read, “The law having a shadow of the 
good things to come, not the very 
image of the things, can never with the 
same sacrifices year by year, which 
they offer continually, make perfect 
them that draw nigh.” All through He- 
brews the prominent emphasis in con- 
nection with the Law is upon the cere- 
monial law. The Law made men high 
priests (7:28); they offered gifts ac- 
cording to the Law (8:4). Almost all 
things are by the Law purged with 
blood (9:22). When Paul says, “As 
touching the righteousness which is in 
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the law, found blameless,” he did not 
mean that he had perfectly kept the 


. moral precepts of the Law. Indeed he 


was convicted of sin through the Law, 
conscious of all manner of covetous- 
ness, Paul’s great controversy with the 
Jews concerned the ceremonial law of 
Moses. The Judaizers taught that the 
Gentile converts should be circumcised 
and keep the Law of Moses (Acts 15:5, 
24). Paul’s great outburst against this 
deadly enemy of Judaism, written to 
the Galatians, was written to people 
who wanted to put themselves under 
the ceremonial law: “Now that ye 
have come to know God, or rather to 
be known by God, how turn ye back 
again to the weak and beggarly rudi- 
ments, whereunto ye desire to be in 
bondage over again? Ye observe days, 
and months, and seasons, and years” 
(Gal, 4:9, 10).. Paul indeed told them 
that if a man received circumcision he 
was debtor to do the whole Law, and 
that would méan the requirements of 
complete obedience to the moral law. 
But it was not the concern of those 
Galatians to be careful to observe the 


precepts of the Ten Commandments, to 


love God with all their heart, soul, 
strength, and mind, and to love their 
neighbors as themselves. They were 
concerned about keeping the outward 
precepts of the ceremonial law, which 
had been done away in Christ. So 
Paul cries, “Ye are severed from 
Christ, ye who would be justified by 
the law; ye are fallen away from grace” 
(Gal. 5:4). 

8. Law as Principle. The word “law” 
may be used of a principle, also as a 
uniformly acting influence. Paul writes: 
“By what manner of law? of works? 
Nay: but by a law of faith” (Rom. 
3:27). Here we have a law of works, 
and a law of faith. Again, we have 
that glorious expression, “The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and of 
death” (Rom, 8:2). This law of. the 
life-giving Holy Spirit is surely distinct 
from the Law of Moses. Again, “the 
law of sin and of death” does not refer 
to the precepts of God’s command- 
ments. 

Closely related to the meaning of law 
as a principle is law as a uniformly 
acting influence. Paul wrote, “But I 
see a different law in my- members, 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity under 
the law of sin which is in my mem- 
bers” (Rom. 7:23). This is the verse 
that the teacher quoted above referred 
to as the only excepticn in the New 
Testament to the use of the word “law” 
as referring to the Mosaic Law. 

9. Law in General. The word “law” 
may be used in a general sense as we 
use it today, in “going to law.” 

When Paul says, “Thé law hath do- 
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minion over a man for so long time as 
he liveth” (Rom. 7:1), he is referring 
to law in general, not to law in the 
Bible; thus a woman “is bound by law 
to the husband” (Rom, 7:2). In the 
verses that refer to going to law (1 
Cor. 6:1, 6, 7), a different -word is used 
in thegGreek, but there is the distinc- 
tive idea of the law court and the laws 
of the lands, 

10. Law as Penalty. The word “law” 
may be used when the special empha- 
sis is on the sanction of the Law. It 
is true that the penalty of the Law and 
the curse of the Law are results of 
breaking the Law. Nevertheless, the 
word “law” is used with special ref- 
erence to terrible sanctions of the Law 
when it is broken: “For the law work- 
eth wrath” (Rom, 4:15). Again, “For 
as many as are of the works of the law 
are under a curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one who continueth 
not in all things that are written in 
the book of the law, to do them” (Gal. 
3: 10). This seems to be the emphasis 
also in the passage in 1 Timothy 1:9, 
10, which lists the fearful sins against 
the Law of God, when Paul says, “As 
knowing this, that law is not made for 
a righteous man, but for the lawless 

” 
11. Law as Contrasted With Grace. 
The word “law” may be used as 
emphasizing God’s requirement as 
contrasted with grace. This does 
not mean the Mosaic Law as con- 
trasted with grace. For the Mosaic 
Law includes. salvation by grace 
through faith as its central message. 
Every drop of blood which was shed 
on Jewish altars spelled grace. But 
when we read, “We are not under law, 
but under grace,” we are face to face 
with the word “law” as a requirement 
of God. When Paul preaches salvation 
by grace through faith to the Gentiles, 
he preaches it from the Old Testa- 
ment: “Now that no man is justified 
by the law before God, is evident: for, 
The righteous shall live by faith” (Gal. 
3:11). Let us note that this is the 
teaching of the Old Testament; it is the 
teaching of the Mosaic Law that “the 
righteous shall live by faith.” In the 
next verse Paul writes, “And the law 
is not of faith; but, He that doeth them 
shall live in them.” This also is from 
the Old Testament. In other words, 
the Old Testament and “the Mosaic 
Law” present Law and works, and pre- 
sent grace and faith. So our Lord says 
that “the weightier matters of the law” 
are “justice, and mercy, and faith” 
(Matt. 23:23). Here we have Law as 
referring to the Mosaic Law, but not 
to the requirement of God which must 
demand perfection on the pain of death. 

12. The Law of Christ. Perhaps this 
precious word should be added as a 
distinctive use of the word “law.” 
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
4 
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Lesson for September 8 


so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal, 6:2). 
“If therefore the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36), and then we have “the perfect 
law ... of liberty” (Jas. 1:25). “So 
speak ye, and so do, as men that are 
to be judged by a law of liberty” (Jas. 
2:12). 

These various meanings of the word 
“law” have been presented by way of 
definition, not to discuss their signifi- 
cance. The list does not exhaust the 
shades of meaning or of emphasis of 
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the word “law” in Scripture. The word 
“commandment,” or “commandments,” 
is used frequently and in various ways. 
For example, in Romans 12 we may 
distinguish forty different’ command- 
ments or precepts. The word “law” in 
the Old Testament is often used as 
equivalent to God’s Word. We delight 
in the Word of God, and with the right 
understanding of the meaning of “law” 
we can say with the saints of old, “Oh, 
how love I thy law!” 


(To be continued) 


Himself Rescued—He Now Rescues Others 


At first “all foolishness,” but “how different” now 


T IS with praise and thanksgiving 

to our blessed Triune God that I can 
say with Paul that, since I have come 
to know Him, I, too, have continued 
to witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“both to small and great, saying none 
other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say should 
come: that Christ should suffer, .. . 
should rise from the dead, and should 
shew light unto the people and to the 
Gentiles” (Acts 26:22, 23). He is the 
promised and true Messiah according 
to the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms. He is my own personal 
Saviour, Lord, and coming King. By 
the sacrifice of Himself, He made atone- 
ment for my. sins, with His own pre- 
cious blood. By the help of God, I am 
witnessing chiefly among those, Who, 
after the -flesh, are His brethren. Re- 
membering the .gracious words and 
provision made by our blessed Lord 
Jesus in John 10:16, I am also witness- 
ing to many of the “other sheep.” 

By God’s enabling, the Philadelphia 
Branch of the American Board of Mis- 
sions to the Jews, at 717 Walnut Street, 
has been spreading the Gospel message 
since 1926. Every possible means is 
used to seek the lost and to bring them 
to the Saviour. As we look back on 
the years of labor, our hearts are filled 
with joy in the Lord. We join the 
psalmist in saying, “The Lord hath 
done great things for us; whereof’ we 
are glad” (Psa, 126:3). We “know our 
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 
Cor, 15:58; Jer. 31:16). 

Interested Christian friends some- 
times ask us what means we employ 
to win people to Christ. Our answer 
is always the same, “By all means save 
some” (1 Cor. 9:22). We endeavor to 
use anything that God puts into our 
minds to do or be, as a witness to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We seek to reach 
people by prayer, by love, by kindness, 
as He directs. In our Philadelphia 
Branch, chiefly, three ways of witness- 
ing are used: 


By HARRY J. BURGEN 


1. The window ministry of our read- 
ing room. The room is open daily from 
ten a.m. until five p.m. This humble 
effort has been singularly blessed of 
the Lord. Both Jew and Gentile have 
been reached through it. 

2. Our weekly gathering for prayer, 
ministry of the Word, and testimony. 

3. Visitation, and mai] evangelism. 

Here is good news concerning one 
of the “other sheep.” He was a lost 
soul, but has now a transformed life, 
through the grace and mercy of God. 
When this man found his way to our 
mission, he was a pitiful sight. His 
clothes were in rags, his body neg- 
lected. He was hungry, homeless, help- 
less, and lost. He asked if we could 
give him something to eat, as he had 
had no food for some time. He also 
needed a place of shelter for the night. 

He was first given the Gospel message, 
and told, among other things, that his 
chief trouble was not lack of those 
things mentioned above, but that he 
was not right with God. He did not 
know Christ as Saviour. He had no 
knowledge of sins forgiven. He was 
serving the Devil, who pays the wages 
of sin. “A man,” I said to him, “may 
be poor, but he need not be friendless, 
for ‘there is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother’ (Prov. 18:24). 
Through this Friend, God gives us 
many friends.” By this time I had 
learned that the man’s name was John 
Gary. After thus witnessing to him 
through the spoken word and printed 
page, he was sent to a nearby lunch 
room owned by Jews. Arrangements 
have been made to feed those we send 
there. Later we meet the bills. 

Before he left, I told John Gary that 
if he would return after his meal, I 
might be able to find him a place for 
the night. Sure enough, in about a 
half hour, our visitor found his way 
back to us and expressed much appre- 
ciation for his plentiful meal. He just 
seemed revived; a new ray of hope for 
his life seemed in sight. We suggested 
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that if he was willing to go to the 
Brotherhood Mission, I would inter- 
cede in his behalf. Our brother in 
Christ, Mr. Clifford Hartzell, is the 
faithful superintendent there. Upon 
calling Mr. Hartzell, we were much en- 
couraged by and thankful for his readi- 
ness to take in this poor, homeless man. 

Although the Brotherhood , Mission, 
at 401 East Girard Avenue, is approxi- 
mately two and a half miles from our 
mission, it seemed wise not to offer Mr. 
Gary carfare. It might prove a temp- 
tation and be misused. It was clear 
weather and early in the afternoon, 
and he was urged to walk. So our new 
acquaintance departed for the place 
where provision was made for him. 
For quite a while we heard nothing of 
him, 

One evening Mr. Hartzell and I both 
attended a meeting of the International 
Union of Gospel Missions. Mr. Hart- 
zell called to me and pointed to a man 
who was certainly a sight for sore eyes. 
He was neat and clean from head, to 
foot, and made a fine appearance. He 
asked if I knew who the man was. I 
shook my head. “No, I don’t know 
him.” “Yes, you do know him,” said. 
Brother Hartzell positively. “Don’t you 
remember a man who came to your 
mission some time ago and requested 
assistance? He needed food and shel- 
ter; after his visit at your place, you 
sent him to us.” 

After finding his way to the Brotherhood 
Mission, John Gary attended -the Gos- 
pel services, and one day he responded 
to the Lord’s gracious invitation and 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
own personal Saviour, Lord, and God. 
What a wonderful transformation took 
place in his life! The truth of 2 Corin- 
thians 5:17 was literally fulfilled. His 
life was completely changed. He is 
now, by God's help, the assistant super- 
intendent of the Brotherhood Mission. 
Recently; while conversing with John 
Gary about the Lord’s leading and 
dealing in our lives, he remarked, 
“When you first talked to me concern- 
ing Christ and our need of Him, I 
thought you were nuts. It was all 
foolishness to me. But how different 
it is now.” 

My heart is filled with joy and glad- 
ness in the Lord, when I see what His 
grace, love, and mercy have done in 
this man’s life. We bless the Lord for 
this evidence that our labors are not 
in vain in Him. We thank God, and 
prove again His holy Word, “Cast thy 
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt 
find it after many days” (Eccles. 11:1). 

PHILADELPHIA, 

yd 


Even those that have God for them, 
cannot but tremble to think of the mis- 
ery bf those that have God against 
them.—Matthew Henry. i 

pieLe 








7 


650 (6) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 








August 24, 1957 











LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 8. BARUCH, FAITHFUL SECRETARY 


Jeremiah 36; printed text, verses 4-8, 22-26, 32 
Golden Text.—Annd whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord.—Col. 3:23 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Jer. 36:4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: 
and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lorp, which he had spoken unto him, upon a 
roll of a book. 

5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut 
up; I cannot go into the house of the Lorp: 

6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou 
hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lorp in the 
ears of the people in the Lorp’s house upon the fasting 
day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah 
that come out of their cities. 

7 It may be they will present their supplication before 
the Lorp, and will return every one from his evil way: for 
great is the anger and the fury that the Lorp hath pro- 
nounced against this people. 

8 And Baruch the son af Neriah did according to all that 
Jeremiah the prophet comimanded him, reading in the book 
the words of the Lorp in the Lorp’s house. 


22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: 
and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 
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23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three 
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into 
the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was con- 
sumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, 
neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all 
these words. 

25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had 
made intercession to the king that he would not burn the 
roll: but he would not hear them, ~ 

26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Ham- 


‘melech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the 


son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the 
prophet: but the Lorp hid them. 

32 Then sack oii another roll, wal gave it to Baruch 
the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were 
added besides unto them many like words. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By Jj. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


AMES HOGG, known _affection- 
J ately in Scotland’s border country 
as the Ettrick Shepherd, was one 
of the lesser Scottish bards. Had he 
lived at some other time he might have 
been regarded as one of the great. But 
he was a contemporary and companion 
of the Wizard of the North, Sir Walter 
Scott, and in the shadow of the giant 
could not but take a subordinate place. 
So Baruch is generally classified as 
one of the lesser characters. of the 
Bible, yet this view of him can be jus- 
tified only because he is seen alongside 
the towering figure of Jeremiah. His 
greatness is seen in his very loyalty to 
the prophet. He might have been state 
recorder, as his brother Seraiah be- 
came king’s gentleman-in-waiting (Jer. 
51:59, A.S.V.), but he preferred to 
share the dangers and the hardships of 
the prophet and be the amanuensis of 
the Word of God at the prophet’s lips. 
His contemporaries seem to have re- 
garded him as a stronger personality 
than even Jeremiah himself, so much 
so that they accused the prophet of 
being swayed by the influence of Ba- 
ruch (Jer. 43:3). 

The degree to which Baruch captured 
the imagination of the Jewish people 
is seen in the fact that seven books, 
written in later centuries, bear his 
name, including the apocryphal Book 
of Baruch, which some Roman Cath- 





olic scholars still contend was written 
by the secretary of the great prophet. 
There are scattered traditions about his 
later life, but we know nothing beyond 
the fact that he accompanied Jeremiah 
into Egypt after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem at the hands of the Chaldeans 
in the year 586 B.C. 


Verse by Verse 

Jer. 36:4—“Then ... Baruch wrote 
from the mouth: of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lord .. . upon a roll of 
a book.” Baruch seems to have been 
of a noble family, but chose to serve 
the prophet rather than hold office in 
the state. The committal to writing 
of Jeremiah’s oracles was in obedience 
to a direct command of God (v. 2). 
Notice that Jeremiah’s prophesying 
goes back to the days of Josiah, and 
so covers five reigns. 


Verse 5.—“. . . I am shut up; I cannot 
go into the house of the Lord.” The 
phrase “shut up” cannot mean liter- 
ally “imprisoned” in the light of verses 
19 and 26. The word means “re- 
strained,” and is so rendered in the 
margin of the A.S.V. The nature of the 
restraint is not indicated. Perhaps ‘it 
was similar to that experienced by Paul 
in Acts 16:6, 7. 

Verse 6—‘“Therefore go thou, and 
read in the roll ... in the Lord’s house 
upon the fasting day .. .” Baruch was 
thus \to represent the prophet before 
the public. The fast day would bring 
great ‘crowds to Jerusalem and the 


Temple, so the message would be 
widely heard. The time of the reading 
is given us in verse 9. Comparing 
verses 1 and 9, we see the lapse of 
about a' year between God’s command 
to write and the reading of the roll in 
the Temple. The dictating and the 
writing would take considerable time, 
and then the rol] was.held for a suit- 
able occasion. 


Verse 7.—“It may be they will ... 
return ... the Lord hath pronounced 
against this people.” The reading was 
prompted by a gracious purpose to give 
the people opportunity to repent and 
turn to God in prayer. God’s pro- 
nouncements of judgment have that in 
view. Consider Nineveh in the Book 
of Jonah. 


Verse 8—“And Baruch... did... 
reading in the book the words of the 
Lord... .” This is the genera] state- 
ment. The details are given in the fol- 
lowing verses—the time, the place, and 
the like. 


Verse 22.—“Now the king sat in the 
winterhouse ... a fire on the hearth 

. .” Word had been brought to the 
king (Jehoiakim) about this roll with 
its stern denunciations and solemn 
warnings, so he sent for it (vs, 16-21). 
The “hearth” -was probably a hollow 
in the middle of the floor, where coals 
burned in a metal basin or brazier. 

Verse 23.—“. when Jehudi had 
read three or four leaves, he cut it with 
the penknife, and cast it into the fire 
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...” For “leaves” read “columns.” It 
was not a book with leaves, but a roll 
written in columns. It was not Jehudi, 
but the king who seized the roll, cut 
it in pieces, and threw it piece by piece 
into the fire. 

Verse 24.—“. . . not afraid, nor rent 
their garments ...” Notice the differ- 
ence between verses 16 and 24. The 
princes in verse 16 were afraid when 
they heard the words of the Lord, but 
the king’s servants, or courtiers, had 
no fear even in the presence of such 
a rebellious act. 

Verse 25.—“. . . Elnathan . . . made 
intercession .. . not burn the roll...” 
Here are three of the princes mentioned 
in verse 12, who were opposed to this 
folly and wickedness, but their reproof 
had no weight with the angry king. 

Verse 26—“But the king commanded 
. .. to’ take Baruch . . . and Jeremiah 
... but the Lord hid them.” The revised 
versions read, “Jerahmeel the king’s 
son...” The king was determined to 
get rid of the prophet and his secre- 
tary as well as the roll. Their escape 
from their would-be arresters is sum- 
med up in the simple phrase, “the Lord 
hid them.” 


Verse 32.—*. . . another roll... all 
the words . . . which Jehoiakim . . 
had burned .. . and there were added 


. many like words.” The Spirit of 
inspiration recalled to Jeremiah’s mind. 
what had been given on the first occa- 
sion, so that nothing was lost, but more 
added. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There are times when the message of 
God must be brought to sharp focus. 
Such a time had arrived in Judah. 

Nebuchadnezzar had made his first 
raid on Jerusalem, carrying away 
booty and captives, and leaving Jehoi- 
akim in the place of a puppet king. 
These were the beginnings of the judg- 
ments which God, through His servant 
Jeremiah, had been pronouncing against 
Judah. The time had come, therefore, 
to present these events in the light of 
God’s pronouncements, to give the peo- 
ple opportunity to repent before it was 
too late, and to warn them that, «mless 
they repented, what had now begun 
before their eyes would certainly come 
to its full measure in judgment and 
ruin, 

To make the message more deiinitive, 
God commanded Jeremiah to write it 
down, beginning with the oracles 
uttered in the days of Josiah. It is 
valueless to discuss whether all the 
messages were to be recorded verbatim 
or whether the sum of them was to be 
written. The Spirit of inspiration 
would certainly bring to remembrance 
what had been given before and what 
was necessary to be preserved. For 
the purpose, Jeremiah secured the 
services of-his friend, Baruch, who was 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. September 1.—Josiah: Statesman- 
Reformer. 2 Kings 22:1 to 23:30; 
2 Chronicles 34 and 35 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 15.—-Ezekiel, Pastor of 
His People. Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 
24:15-18; 34 








a ready scribe. It was not the work 
of a day, but of many days. 

The roll being completed, it was now 
a question of presenting the message. 
For some reasOn unexplained, Jeremiah 
was at this time. barred from the Tem- 
ple, so Baruch was given the further 
task of reading the message to the peo- 
ple in the Temple. The prophet sug- 
gested a fast day, when great throngs 
would be present, both from Jerusa- 
lem and the provinces. The fast chosen 
was not one of the Mosaic holy days, 
for there was no Mosaic fast (nor 
feast) in the ninth month. It may have 
been a special fast called by the king 
to stir national rebellion against Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the Chaldean overlord, 

Baruch was an effective reader. After 
reading to the people, he was invited 
to read before the princes of the nation. 
They felt that the proceedings ought 
to be reported to the king, but they 
adv'sed Jeremiah and Baruch to hide, 
for they knew the temper of the king. 
A courtier, Jehudi, was therefore ap- 
pointed to read for the king. The mes- 
sage of divine judgment so angered the 
king that he seized the roll, cut it in 
pieces, and burned it in the fire. 

But he had not destroyed the Word 
of God. He had only destroyed him- 
self and his kingdom. The Spirit of 
inspiration again stirred the memory 
of Jeremiah, who again dictated to Ba- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO was Jeremiah’s secretary? 
2. What position did Baruch’s 
brother hold? 

3. How were the oracles of Jeremiah 
recorded? 

4. Why was Baruch commissioned to 
read the prophet’s messages in the 
Temple? 

5. Why was it so long between God’s 
command to write the oracles and their 
being read in the Temple? 

6. What was the reaction of the 
princes when they’ heard the oracles? 

7. What advice did the princes give 
to Jeremiah and Baruch? 

8. Who read the roll to the king? 

9. What was the name of the king 
at this time, and whose son was he? 

10. How did the king react to the 
reading of the roll? 


( Answers on page 656) 
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ruch, with added messages for all who 
would hear, ~ 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The roll is written (Jer. 36:1-4) 
2. The roll is read (vs. 5-15) 
3. The roll is destroyed (vs. 16-25) 
4. The roll is renewed (vs, 26-32) 


Topics for Development 


Burned, but Not Destroyed. In our 
lesson we have seen that when Jehoi- 
akim burned the roll containing the 
messages of Jeremiah, he had not de- 
stroyed the message. “For ever, O 
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” 
(Psa. 119:89). The words which the 
Lord had given to Jeremiah to speak, 
He had recalled to Jeremiah to dictate 
to Baruch. And the Spirit of inspira- 
tion was equally able to repeat the 
process after the foolish king thought 
that he Rad destroyed the Word of God. 

Throughout the centuries men have 
sought to get rid of the Bible, but it 
is an indestructible book. Bible-burn- 
ing may have temporarily robbed some 
people of the sacred treasure, but the 
Bible opposed is always the Bible vic- 
torious. In the year 303 the Emperor 
Diocletian issued a decree that every 
copy of the sacred book of the Chris- 
tians was to be destroyed. So sure 
was he that he had attained his goal 
that he called for a great celebration 
and struck a medal carrying the motto: 
“The Christian religion is destroyed, 
and the worship of the gods restored.” 
This emperor was succeeded by Con- 
stantine, and in the year 313, ten years 
after the boast that Christianity was 
destroyed, Constantine issued a decree 
giving complete freedom of worship to 
the Christians. Bible study was pro- 
moted, and before long Christianity 
was practically the state religion of the 
Roman Empire. “The word of God is 
not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9). 


Ambition, There can be no doubt 
about the sincerity of Baruch’s friend- 
ship for Jeremiah, but that friendship 
was put under severe strain when he 
was called upon to write and then read 
the prophet’s oracles. He knew then 
that he must share the ostracism and 
the perils of the man of God. His tal- 
lents could have secured for him an 
honorable and lucrative post in the 
state, but instead of that he is reduced 
to the status of a fugitive, a hideaway. 
One would not be surprised if he were 
tempted at that point to pity himself 
and think of bettering his position. But 
to what purpose would it be to ingra- 
tiate himself with the king and seek a 
place of honor? The judgments pro- 
nounced by God were about to sweep 
away the-kingdom, and then where 
would the state scribes be? God's mes- 
sage to Baruch at such a time was, 
“Seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not” (Jer. 45:5): And why 
should we covet place and rank and 
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power in a world which is doomed? 
To serve God is our highest honor, 


even if it be dishonor in the eyes of. 


the world, 


Practical Applications 

He is a truly great man who can take 
second place gracefully. 

Whatever work you have to do with 
the Scriptures—reading, translating, 
expounding, or just quoting—do it rev- 
erently and with your best ability. It 
is the Word of God. 

Your responsibility is not what men 
do with the Word of God, but to see 
that they hear it. 

The Word of God is indestructible. 
All the penknives, all the fires, all the 
criticisms, cannot ‘touch its power. 
Don’t be afraid of it, only send it out. 

God has bigger business on hand 
than a system of patronage and pro- 
motion. Let us serve with ean un- 
worldly spirit, and leave the reward 
with Him, 

Golden Text 

Col. 3:23—“And whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord.” Even 
the world’s philosophy calls for whole- 
hearted devotion to a prescfibed task. 
When we have the high motivating 
force of doing all things as an Offering 
to the Lord, the reason for putting our 
heart into it is infinitely strengthened. 


ELMuourstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HYMNS 
“How Firm a Foundation” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful God, whose warnings to sinners are 
that they may repent and not perish, 
we thank Thee for Thy loving concern 
and long patience toward our race and 
ourselves. Turn us from the folly of 
defying Thy Word lest we destroy our- 
selves. Move our hearts to heed Thy 
call in the Gospel and to become wise 
unto salvation. Open the eyes of all 
who are misled and enlighten the con- 
fused. Strengthen such as are weak in 
the Christian faith. Confound the 
powers of evil. Give healing to the sick 
in body, mind, or soul. ,Grant us Thy 
guidance and guardian care along with 
Thy loving provision for all our needs. 
Bless and use all who live to make 
Christ known. Help those who lead 
the nations that they may know their 
need of Thee and humbly seek Thine 
aid. Forgive our own sins and make 
us victorious over all our temptations, 
for we pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Many years ago 
in India, an Englishman let a Brah- 
man view a drop of water magnified 
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by a microscope. The Indian was hor- 
rified to see that the water contained 
living things invisible to the naked 


eye. He realized that to drink water. 


was to break his religious rules which 
forbade food the eating of which re- 
quires the taking of life. Thinking it 
over, he decided to ask the owner to 
sell him the microscope. At first he 
refused, but after much urging he con- 
sented. As soon as the Brahman owned 
the microscope he destroyed it so as 
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to put out of use and out of sight that 
which revealed truth he found un- 
pleasant. 

King Jehoiakim who burned the 
Word of God was like that Brahman. 


. He destroyed the scroll that held a 


message he hated to hear. But neither 
the Brahman nor the Jew could de- 
stroy the truth each disliked. The 
Brahman could only destroy the micro- 
scope, not the truth it revealed. The 
king could only destroy the:scroll, not 
the truth it contained. It was not the 
truth that suffered in ‘either case, but 
those who rejected the truth. 

We are unlikely to destroy a micro- 
scope or burn a Bible to escape from 
fact and truth, but we may reject 
Christ and go on in sin, though we 
know God calls us to repent and re- 
ceive the Saviour. To refuse to do so 
is to trample God’s Word under foot, 
and that cannot destroy God’s truth, 
but it could destroy our own soul. It 
did that to Jehoiakim. Beware! 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
oY 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson : 


“Then Jeremiah called Baruch... 
and Baruch wrote...” (Jer. 36:4).— 
The faithfulness of Baruch as a sec- 
retary is manifested in the fact that the 
moment he was called, he responded. 
He, doubtless, had personal interests to 
which he desired to devote time, 
thought, and effort, but when called by 
Jeremiah there was no hesitancy on his 
part. . 

He did not say as many do when 
called to a special phase of the Lord’s 
work, “I’ll come when it is convenient.” 

My wife and I have been reading to- 
gether “Through Gates of Splendor” by 
Elisabeth Elliot (can be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, at $3.75). Having 
been intimately acquainted with Ed 
McCully—one of the martyrs of Ec- 
uador—we were keenly interested in 
the letter he wrote to Jim Elliot, in 
which he said: “I’ve ‘been spending 
my free time studying the Word. Each 
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night the Lord seemed to get hold of 
me a little more. Night before last I 
was reading in Nehemiah. I finished 
the book, and read it through again. 
Here was a man who left everything 
as far as position was concerned to 
go do a job nobody else could handle. 
And because he went the whole rem- 
nant back in Jerusalem got right with 
the Lord. Obstacles and hindrances 
fell away and a great work was done. 
Jim, I couldn’t get away from it. The 
Lord was dealing with me.” 

Farther in the letter, Ed wrote, “I 
have one desire now—to live a life of 
reckless abandon for the Lord, putting 
all my energy and strength into it.” 

According to Strong’s Concordance 
Baruch’s name means “blessed,” and 
Neriah, his father’s name, signifies 
“light of Jah” (or Jehovah). 

Since Baruch in 629 B.C. was blessed 
with the light of Jehovah, what pos- 
sible excuse can be given by a believer 
today for not being similarly blessed? 
Jesus, who is “Jehovah Saviour” (Matt. 
1:21, margin), has come as the “light 
of the world.” And the Bible has been 
completed, and believers are indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit since then! 

Since we are “the light of the world” 
(Matt. 5:14) and “children of light, and 
the children of the day” (1 Thess. 5:5), 
should we not let our light so shine 
among the people which still sit in 
darkness and in the region and shadow 
of death, that they may see our good 
works and glorify our Father who is 
in Heaven? 


“And Baruch . . . did according to 
all that Jeremiah . . . commanded him 

..” (Jer. 36:8).—It must have been an 
unpleasant task for faithful Baruch to 
write all the words Jeremiah dictated 
to him on this occasion, for they were 
words revealing the great anger and 
fury of the Lord against His unfaithful 
people (v. 7). But, in addition to writ- 
ing them, Baruch was commanded to 
read them “in the ears of the people 
in the Lord’s house upon the fasting 
day” (v, 6). 

Numerous are the Lord’s threats of 
doom upon the impenitent and they 
should’ be faithfully read or quoted to 
the ungodly—but not without a tear, 
at least in one’s voice. 

The Lord’s purpose in having these 
words of judgment written against, and 
read to, His people is stated thus: “It 
may be they will present their suppli- 
cation before the Lord, and will return 
every one from ‘his evil way” (v. 7). It 
is a matter of fervent thanksgiving that 
the Lord’s threats of judgment are con- 
tingent upon the sinner’s repentance 
and conversion (Jer. 18:7, 8). Because 
“Christ died for our sins” and rose 
again, God can righteously forgive all 
the sins of those against whom He has 
pronounced judgment if they place 
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Lesson for September 8 


their personal faith in that Saviour 
(Acts 13:38, 39). 

Although I prized every word in 
John 5:24 thé night I believed, the 
sweetest portion of that text was the 
assurance “shall not come into con- 
demnation.” I knew I was a sinner 
and I feared the just judgment of God 
against my sins, hence that assurance 
was as balm to my troubled soul, 


“ .. until all the roll was consumed 
in the fire that was on the hearth” (Jer. 
36:23).—Instead of being humbled in 
dust and ashes by the inspired words 
of judgment against him, the wicked 
king had the scroll on which the warn- 
ing words were written cut up and cast 
into the fire which was burning in his 
exclusive fireplace in his beautiful 


Palace. 

“ .. and there were added besides 
unto them many like words” (Jer. 36: 
82) —Judgment was not evaded—but 
rather increased by the burning of the 
scroll. What a disgraceful death this 
wicked king died! (Jer. 22:18, 19.) How 
the memory of his impious deed will 
haunt him in eternity! 

“There is no wisdom nor understand- 
img nor counsel against the Lord” 
(Prov. 21:30). Therefore repent and 
believe the Gospel and rejoice in the 
knowledge that there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus. 


Wawona, CaLir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 

AY, fellows, here are two kings who 

are giving us a demonstration of 
what one’s attitude toward the Bible, 
which is God’s Word, can mean in this 
life. One is King Josiah (in last week's 
lesson) whom we saw taking heed to 
God’s Word. We saw him greatly dis- 
tressed by what it said about sin and 
its sure punishment. We saw him mak- 
ing wholesale destruction of the altars 
and groves of idolatry which his grand- 
father, King Manasseh, had set up be- 
fore him. We saw him bringing his 
nation back to the worship of the true 
God. The other, King Jehoiakim, is 
in today’s lesson. Though he was the 
son of Josiah, he treated the Word of 
God very differently. He scorned it. 
He took his penknife, cut the pages to 
pieces, and threw it into the fire. Thus 
he thought to destroy it, but right away 
the Prophet Jeremiah dictated a dupli- 
cate to Baruch the scribe and God’s 
Word was immediately back on its di- 
vine mission. It has been ever thus 
with the Bible. All through the ages 
its enemies have made every possible 
assault upon it in the effort to destroy 
it, but today, after many centuries, 
there are more Bibles in circulation all 
around the world than all the other 
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historical and religious books com- 
bined. 

And what happened to those two 
kings? Josiah reigned thirty-one years 
over Judah and God blessed him 
greatly. The record says, “... he did 
that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, and walked in all the ways 
of David his father, and turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left” 
(2 Kings 22:2). 

And what happened to King Jehoia- 
kim, who was foolish enough to di- 
spise God’s Word? His reign was short 
and tempestuous; he was a puppet king, 
and had to pay tribute to Egypt. Later, 
the king of Babylon came and bound 
him with fetters and carried him away 
as a slave. 

Fellows, not even a king can afford 
to ignore God’s Word. No nation can 
afford to be so foolhardy as to despise 
it. We may not all live to see it, but as 
sure as night follows day, Russia’s re- 
pudiation of God’s Word will bring her 
national disaster, sooner or later, The 
wisest thing King Josiah ever did was 
to look into that Word and order his 
way according to its teachings, turning 
neither “to the right hand or to the 
left.” When one of Queen Victoria’s 
subjects, a high official from India, 
came jo England for the first time and 
saw the annual parade of the British 
Army at Aldershot, then visited the 
docks and saw shipping from every 
port in the world unloading valuable 
cargoes, visited the many world-famous 
establishments in London, and after- 
ward was given an audience with the 
Queen herself, with great emotion and 
awe he said to her, “Oh, your Majesty, 
what is the source of such great 
power?” She laid her hand on the 
Bible lying beside her on a table, and 
replied, “This, the Word of God.” 

Fellows, are you just now where you 
can see a Bible? If in class, doubtless 
there is one in the teacher’s hand; or 
if at home, there must be one on a 
nearby table or desk, or somewhere in 
sight. Take a good look at it. That is 
the Word of God, written for you. It 
is a perfect mirror, if you will open it. 
It will show you clearly what you are 
—a sinner. That will not be good news, 
but there is good news in it for you, 
because it tells you, as it told Josiah, 
how to adjust your life to the will of 
God. It tells you how Jesus Christ 
loves you and died for you to save you, 
in spite of your sin, and just what you 
are to do to receive such a wonderful 
salvation. It also tells you how to di- 
rect your life so that it will be a joy- 
ous one, making you a blessing to all 
your folks and community, and doubt- 
less to much of the world about you. 

Read it through, 
Pray it in, 

Work it out, 
Pass it on. 


WEavervittz, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


O YOU know that the words, “Hon- 

our thy father and thy mother,” 
occur eight times in the Bible? (Exod. 
20:12; Deut. 5:16; Matt. 15:4; 19:19; 
Mark 7:10; 10:19; Luke 18:20; Eph, 6:2.) 
Why do you suppose these words are 
repeated so many times? «(Because 
they are so important.) -Right you are. 
Many worldly young people do not 
honor their parents, but are disrespect- 
ful to them and disregard their wishes. 
Christians must be different in their 
behavior. 

Now let us learn Exodus 20:12 and 
then copy it on the paper we have to 
represent the second stone tablet on 
which the Law was written. This one 
can be called “Man’s Duty to His Fel- 
low Man.” 

A week ago we studied about the 
last good king of Judah. Who was he? 
(Josiah.) Right. Jeremiah prophe- 
sied during the last thirteen years of 
Josiah’s reign, and we may be sure 
Josiah had a high regard for this godly 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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young man. But after Josiah died and 
his son Jehoahaz began to reign, things 
changed for Jeremiah and for the land 
of Judah. Jehoahaz did evil in the 
sight of the Lord. Then the Lord de- 
livered him into the hand of his enemy, 
the king of Egypt, who took Jehoahaz 
prisoner and made his brother, Jehoia- 
kim, king. But Jehoiakim was just as 
bad as his brother had been and he 
did more™evil because he had more 
time in which to do it—eleven years. 
He put Jeremiah in prison because he 
did not like his messages. 

In today’s lesson we will see how 
God used Baruch, another of His faith- 
ful servants, to get Jeremiah’s mes- 
sages before the people, and even into 
the king’s own house. 

Jeremiah was confined té the court 
of the prison, so he could not go up 
to the Temple to preach, nor anywhere 
else. Read Jeremiah 36:1-4 to see what 
God told Jeremiah to do. (Write his 
messages in a book.) Then Jeremiah 
sent for Baruch to come and write 
down these words, so that he could 
take them and read them aloud to the 
people. Notice in verse 4 that Baruch 
wrote all the words of the Lord, and 
then in verse 8 that he did all that 
Jeremiah commanded him, and in verse 
10 that he read the words of Jeremiah 
in the ears of all the people. “Wasn’t 
he a faithful man? 

One of the young men who heard 
Baruch read these words in the Tem- 
ple went to the palace where his father 
was sitting with other princes of the 
country and told them about Jeremiah’s 
message. Then they sent for Baruch 
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to come and read Jeremiah’s words to 
them. Read verses 15, 16 to see how 
these leaders of the country were af- 
fected. (They were afraid. They decided 
to tell the king.) Right. Now read 
verses 17, 18. You see they wanted to 
be able to tell the king the source of 
the book, but knowing how angry he 
might get, they advised Baruch to take 
Jeremiah and hide. Since these men 
were princes, they must have had 
authority to give Baruch the prison 
keys so that he could release Jeremiah 
to go and hide with him. 

Now read verses 20-25 to see what 
King Jehoiakim did with the roll on 
which God’s Word was written. (He 
cut it in pieces and burned it.) Think 
of that! King Jehoiakim dared to de- 
stroy God’s holy Word! Three of his 
princes begged him not to, one of them 
being the father of the young man who 
had been in the Temple listening when 
Baruch read it the first time. 

Read verse 26. God did not let this 
wicked king find and injure either one 
of His faithful servants. Instead, God 
told Jeremiah to dictate the very same 
words to Baruch again and to add on 
more, telling of the severe punishment 
Jehoiakim would receive because he 
had despised the Word of the Lord. 

When we meet Baruch in Heaven we 
can ask him where he and Jeremiah 
were hiding during the time King Je- 
hoiakim could not find them. I want 
to ask Baruch if he was at all afraid. 
Jeremiah 45 tells us that in the fourth 
year of King Jehoiakim, God promised 
Baruch that his enemies would never 
be able to kill him! Jehoiakim burned 
the sacred scroll in the fifth year of his 
reign. So if Baruch had sufficient faith 
in God’s promise, he was not afraid. 

If you were asked, “What do you 
know about Baruch?” What would you 
reply? (He wrote down Jeremiah’s 
messages and read them in the Temple 
and in the palace. He took Jeremiah 
and hid with him so that King Jehoia- 
kim could not find them.) 

Very good. Baruch was a faithful 
servant and honored the Prophet Jere- 
miah as we should honor our parents. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


All Done for the Lord—And what- 
soever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord (Col, 3:23, Golden Text). A vigit- 
ing preacher asked a_ little," ‘wrinkled, 
toilworn old body, whose hands were 
swollen and knotty with scrubbing and 
cleaning and other chores, “And what 
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work do you do for the Lord?” ex- 


‘pecting the answer, “I teach Sunday 


school,” or some such reply. The re- 
sponse he unexpectedly received was, 
“All of it, sir."—Source unknown, 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Washing of the Word.—Thou 
shalt read them in the ears of all Judah 
. . It may be they will... return 
every one from his evil way (Jer. 36: 
6, 7). While an ever-increasing num- 
ber of people all over the world are 


joined in reading the Bible, someone 


is sure to ask, “Well, what good does 
it do?” One answer might be that of 
an old Christian lady to a scoffer who 
twitted her about wasting her time 
reading “that old Book.” She main- 
tained staunchly that it made her a bet- 
ter woman. “But do you remember 
what you read?” asked he. “Not much 
of it,” she answered calmly. “But, 
come, let me show you something,” she 
continued as she led him to a window. 
She pointed to the freshly washed 
clothes, waving clean and white in 
the sunshine. “Yesterday,” said the 
old lady, “they were not white; they 
were all soiled. This morning they 
were washed. There is no water left 
in them, but they are clean and white.” 
The serious-minded Bible reader will 
make an effort to remember what he 
reads. Sometimes it will be very little. 
But two things very rarely fail to hap- 
pen to him who reads: he cannot es- 
cape the application of the Word to 
himself; he sees more clearly his own 
sinfulness. On the other hand, he also, 
and just as surely, comes face to face 
with Him who came to “seek and to 
save that which was lost.”"—From the 
Gideon. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Not Waiting To Be Asked.—And Ba- 
ruch the.son of Neriah did according 
to all that Jeremiah the prophet com- 
manded him, reading in the book the 
words of the Lord in the Lord’s house 
(Jer, 36:8). “Why did you go to those 
strange people?” asked a friend of a 
returned missionary. “Did they ask 
you to come?” “No, they did not ask 
me to come.” “Then why did you go?” 
The missionary replied: “When I was 
a young man in college, in going to my 
room. one night, I saw a bright light in 
a house as I passed. The wind had 
blown the curtain too close to the gas 
jet and it was in flames. But because 
this family had not invited me to warn 
them, and not wishing to disturb their 
peace, I passed on to my room.” “You 
did no such thing,” said the other. “You 
wasted no time in crying to them that 
their house was on fire.” “Certainly,” 
said the missionary; “and the people 
of the strange land did not invite me, 
but I knew their danger without Christ, 
and I knew the great peace and joy 
that comes with knowing Him. I was 
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bound, knowing these things, to tell 
them.—From the Moody Monthly. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


His Mutilated Bible—He cut it with 
the penknife, and cast it into the fire 
that was on the hearth, until all the 
roll was consumed in the fire (Jer. 36: 
23). There came a new minister to a 
certain church. He was full of these 
new “higher critical” theories and 
started teaching them. At the end of 
two years he was told that one of the 
leading men of his church was ill. He 
went to see him. The man was dying. 
The minister said, “Shall I read to you 
a little and pray with you?” “Yes,” 
replied the man, and beckoned ta his 
wife to bring the minister a Bible. A 
Bible was brought and he opened it 
and’ saw a strange sight. Some books 
were taken out of it, some pages torn 
away, some chapters gone, and some 
verses cut out: it was a shamefully 
mangled Bible. The minister said, 
“Have you not a better Bible than 
this?” The dying man said, “When you 
came I had a whole Bible. But as soon 
as you told me that one book was fic- 
tion I tore it out; and that one chapter 
was not true, I removed it; and that 
some of its stories were just fables, I 
cut them out. If I had another year 
under you, I think I should have had 
the two covers, and nothing else!”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans.; and M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


When We Do Not Want To Under- 
stand.—But he would not hear them 
(Jer. 36:25). One day I gave my son 
some instructions as to how I wanted 
a certain thing done. Thinking I had 
made it yery plain, I said, “Now do you 
understand?” And to my amazement, 
he replied, “No!” Then when I asked 
him, “Why not?” he said, “Because I 
don’t want to.” Isn’t that too often the 
case with many people who say, “Well, 
I just can’t see it that way”? Perhaps 
the real truth of the matter is that they 
don’t want to—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. E. Levengood, Dayton, 
Tenn, 


The Word Endures.—Then took Jere- 
miah another roll, and gave it to Ba- 
ruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; 
who wrote therein from the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had 
burned in the fire: and there were 
added besides unto them many like 
words (Jer. 36:32). 


THe Hory ScrRIPTURES 


The Scriptures have survived the threat 
Of sure defeat and rout; 
They are an anvil that has worn 
All human hammers out. 
For sharper than a two-edged sword, 
They pierce each joint and part, 
Till.every secret is explored 
That lurks within the heart. 
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Through all the Scriptures, as we read, 
There runs a crimson thread 
That tells us why Christ bore the cross 
‘ And why His blood was shed. 


The Scriptures are God's final Word, 
Unchanged from age to age, 
Man’s treasure-trove of saving grace, 
Our priceless heritage. 
—From W. M. Czamanske, in ‘The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Moon Kept on Shining.—Baruch 
... wrote .., all the words of the 
book which Jehoiakim had burned 
in the fire: and there were added be- 
sides unto them many like words (Jer. 
36:32). A judge who was occasionally 
On circuit at a certain town was always 
sure of being annoyed by some sneer- 
ing remarks from a self-conceited law- 
yer. After one such occasion, some- 
one asked the judge at dinner why he 
didn’t come down strong on the fellow. 
The judge dropped his knife and fork, 
placed his chin on his hands and his 
elbows on the table, as if to give em- 


* phasis to his story, and said, “Up in 


our town there lives a widow who has 
a dog which, whenever the moon shines, 
goes out upon the steps and barks and 
barks away at it all night.” Stopping 
short, he quietly began eating again. 
One of the company asked, “Well, 
Judge, what about the dog and the 
moon?” “Oh, the moon kept on shin- 
ing,” he said, “that is all.” Men have 
tried to destroy the Bible, but the light 
of God’s Word :still shines on—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Dependable Worker 
(Jer. 36:46, 8, 21-23, 27, 28, 32) 

IRL, grandfather, soldiers, women, 
prince, king, and prophet-farmer. 
Such different kinds of people in our 
Bible picture album! Today I see a 
scribe, a man seated cross-legged on 
the floor at a little table or desk. No 
ball-point pen in his hand but a pen 
made from a split reed, sharpened to 
a point by his penknife. His inkwell 
is called an inkhorn, and he can carry 
it hanging from his girdle. His ink is 
soot water. His paper is a long strip of 
either papyrus or parchment. (Modern 
articles may be in hand as Baruch’s 
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equipment is described.) If you could 
look over his shoulder, you could not 
read the writing in his columns. The 
letters are queer, and they run on and 
on with no spaces between the words. 
Queerest of all, he is writing from right 
to left! (Consult a Bible dictionary for 
information, pictures, and Hebrew let- 
ters.) 

Is this man in school? No! But he 
must have gone to school. See how he 
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is looking up and listening. Then he 
turns to write. He is taking dictation. 
Do you know the scribe’s name? (Ba- 
ruch.) Do you know who is giving the 
dictation? (Jeremiah.) 

Baruch is a brave man, too. Another 
picture of him shows him reading his 
roll from a window or balcony over- 
looking the Temple court to the people 
in the yard below. What is brave about 
that? Those were dangerous times. 
King Nebuchadnezzar from far to the 
east was coming on, conquering other 
nations as he came. A day of prayer 
and fasting had been called. The 
words that Baruch had written from 
Jeremiah’s dictation said that King Je- 
hoiakim—King Josiah’s son—and his 
people would be conquered because of 
their sins. Those were fighting words 
—to tell a king of his sins! Would he 
listen and turn to God? Why, he was 
not even there in the Temple to. pray! 
Like some young people -today he 
had no. use for his father’s religion. 
But someone told the princes; who 
were having a consultation in the 
king’s pdlace. They had Baruch come 
and read the book to them; then 
they told the king. But they told Ba- 
ruch that he and Jeremiah should hide. 
They suspected what the king would 
think, and do! 

Where did Jeremiah get the words 
he had dictated to Baruch? From God! 
Do you know what the king did when 
he heard them? Cut the scroll up with 
the scribe’s — and threw them in 
the fire! But the Lord, Jeremiah, and 
Baruch wrote them all again, and 
more, too, some especially for that 
king! Nebuchadnezzar did come. The 
city and its king were captured. Not 
just ofice, but more than once! Princes 
and many others were taken prisoner 
and carried far from home. - 

Baruch’s name will tell his story: 

B ook-writing Baruch (Jer. 36: 1-4) 

A message for Baruch (chap. 45) 

R eading the roll (36:5-26) 

U sing his pen again (vs. 27-32) 

C lay jars for keeping papers (32:1-16, 
42-44), , 

H aving to leave home (43:1-7) 

King Jehoiakim hid God’s Word in 
the fire?’ Where is the right place? 
(Allow pupils who can repeat last 
week’s Memory Verse accurately to 
slip the reference into their hearts, as 
described in our last article.) 

Print the new Memory Verse—“And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord” (Col. 3:23)—without spaces 
and punctuation for the pupils to try 
to read. When Baruch used his writing 
to help Jeremiah, whom was he doing 
it for? The Bible says that even slaves 
can do their work as for the Lord. 
What about boys and girls? And that 
schoolwork that gets so tiresome! You 
may use it for the Lord some day. 
Suppose Baruch could not spell words 
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correctly to write sixty-four pages of 
our Bible! 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The qbestions are on page 651) 


1. Baruch. 

2. Chamberlain to King Zedekiah (Jer. 
51:59). 

3. Jeremiah dictated them to Baruch, 
who wrote them on a roll. 

4. Because Jeremiah was, for some 
reason, restrained from going into the 
Temple (Jer. 36:5). 

5. The time consumed in dictating 
and writing, and waiting for a suitable 
occasion, a fast day, when many would 
be assembled. 

6. They were afraid (v. 16). 

7. To hide (v. 19). 

8. Jehudi. > 

9. Jehoiakim, son of Josiah. 

10. In his anger he cut the roll in 
pieces and threw it into the fire. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ANCY was crying. As sad as she 

felt, she had to smile a tiny bit 
as she watched the tears nosedive 
down into the pile of suds on the dish- 
water. Though she was crying silently, 
her mother heard the sniffles and came 
to the kitchen. Gathering her little gir] 
close to her, she asked: “Nancy, honey, 
what is the matter? Why are you 
crying?” . 

“It’s because of the dishes,” Nancy 
sobbed. 

“But I thought you said you wanted 
to do the dishes. When Sally said she 
was going to make a chocolate cake 
just like the one she learned to make 
in school, you said you’d help by doing 
all the dishes. I thought that was a 
wonderful thing for you to do and I 
was so proud of you.” Nancy’s mother 
was perplexed. Nancy was one of the 
most helpful children she knew—and 
she always helped cheerfully. 

“Oh, Mommy,” Nancy sniffed, “it’s 
not that I mind doing dishes. It’s just 
that all I’m ever good for is to help. I 
never do anything big—like making 
cakes. Everybody else does important 
things. I’m only a helper.” 

“Why, Nancy, that shows that you 
do not understand how very important 
helpers are. Everyone in this world 
needs someone as a helper. Daddy 
needs me to help him. I have to mend 
his socks and cook his meals and iron 


his shirts. I need Daddy to help me. 
He has to hang pictures. that I’ can’t 


hang; he has put the screens in 
when summer comes and take them out 
when winter comes. You need me to 
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make your dresses and wash and iron 
them. I need you to help me with the 
dishes. And so it goes. Everyone needs 
helpers. And when helpers do as many 
things as you do, and do them so will- 
ingly, it makes the helper an even 
more important person—perhaps more 
important than the one who is doing 
the big thing.” Mother truly meant 
every word she said. : 

Drawing her little girl to the living 
room, she picked up her Bible. “Let 
me tell you, sweetheart, about a man 
who was a very important -helper— 
so important that God has kept a record 
of his name and of what he did. His 
name was Baruch and we learn about 
him fn Jeremiah 36. God had told His 
prophet, Jeremiah, that He was going 
to punish His people because they had 
not obeyed Him. Later (about twenty 
years later) God asked Jeremiah to 
write down His message. So Jeremiah 
called his helper, Baruch. On a sort 
of paper that was probably like the 
every thin bark of trees, about this size 
(Nancy’s mother had cut strips of 
paper about 5 inches wide and i11 
inches long and was pasting them, end 
to end, as she talked—Teacher should 
do this, too), good helper Baruch wrote 
down exactly the message that Jere- 
miah told him to write—a message that 
was really God’s. Then, rolling it on 
two sticks as they did in those days, 
good helper Baruch did something else 
to help Jeremiah. He went to the city 
to read God’s message to God’s people. 
Jeremiah could not go, you see. 

“God was telling His people through 
His helper, Jeremiah, and through Jere- 
miah’s helper, Baruch, that unless they 
stopped worshiping false make-believe 
gods and worshiped Him alone, that 
unless they were truly humble and re- 
pented of their sin, He would have to 
punish them severely. When the 
wicked king (Jehoiakim) heard about 
the message, he asked that it be brought 
to him. When God’s message was read 
to the wicked king, do you know what 
he did? The king grabbed it, cut it 
with his penknife, and threw it into 
the fire. Imagine that! He destroyed 
God’s very own message.” 

Nancy was_ shocked. 
happened, Mommy?” 

“Simply destroying God’s message 
does not change the facts. God kept 
His word and punished His people who 
refused to repent of their sins. Before 
He did that, however, He asked Jere- 
miah again to write down His message. 
And again good helper Baruch wrote 
what Jeremiah told him. How glad 
God was for helper Jeremiah! How glad 
Jeremiah was for Baruch! God gives 
to some people the gift of being help- 
ful (1 Cor, 12:28)—and I think that it 
is one of God’s most important gifts. 
I’m glad that. you have it, Nancy, 
honey.” And Nancy was glad, too. 
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Lesson for September 8 


“Demon Drums of Voodoo” 


ANY readers commented favorably 
on, the article by Dr. William 
Ward Ayer entitled “Demon Drums of 
Voodoo Resounding in Our Land” (Feb. 
7, 1957). This has now been reprinted 
in a 20-page, illustrated pamphlet along 
with two other articles on the same 
subject: “Are Demon Forces at Work 
in America Today?” and “Jungle Mad- 
ness in American Music.” 
Copies may be had at 35 cents each 
or three for $1 from Ayerow Christian 
Projects, Inc., P.O. Box 403, New York 8. 





Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the T1Mgs, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.L, told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet, 
81%4x11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th. and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Discovery in the Judean Desert. By 
Géza.Vermés. (Desclee Co., Inc., New 
York 7; $5.) For those who read every- 
thing they can lay their hands on about 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, here is another 
one in the growing list. Géza Vermés 
was born in Hungary in 1924. Later he 
went to the University of Louvain in 
Belgium, where he specialized in the- 
ology and Oriental languages. One of 
his interests was in the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
which resulted in this book that has 
already gone through three French edi- 
tions before being translated into’. this 
English edition. The author is a Cath- 
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olic priest of the congregation of Our 
Lady of Sion, and the book is useful 
as an illustration of the treatment of 
the Scrolls by a Catholic scholar. The 
first section of the book follows a pat- 
tern familiar in most other books, such 
as those by Burrows and F. F. Bruce. 
The author treats of the discoveries of 
the various scrolls and fragments, then 
the “dating problem,” the Qumran com- 
munity, the historical background of 
the community, the “Teacher of Right- 
eousness,” and the religious views of 
the community (in the chapter titled 
“The Search for God”). The second 
section of the book (pp. 123-202) gives 
translations of the “Habakkuk Com- 
mentary,” the Manual of Discipline, 
the Damascus Document, Thanksgiving 
Hymns, the War of the Sons of Light 
with the Sons of Darkness, and other 
documents. Throughout the ‘book there 
runs a continuous emphasis on the his- 
torical background of the community 
that produced the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
All of the main commentators, from 
Albright to Dupont-Sommer, are dealt 
with, and often their views are pre- 
sented as such without further evalua- 
tion. As noted previously, the book is 
a good illustration of the way in which 
a Catholic scholar treats the Scrolls. 


Second Thoughts on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. By F. F. Bruce, (Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) This 
is a very useful and helpful book on 
the Scrolls, by the professor of Biblical 
History and Literature in the University 
of Sheffield, Eng. Professor Bruce is 
an evangelical Christian and a thor- 
oughgoing scholar. He deals with the 
discovery of the Scrolls, their date, 
their relationship to the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, and to Chris- 
tianity as a whole. He points out, in a 
kindly yet definite way, the excesses 
of men like Dupont-Sommer, who in- 
correctly make Christ Jesus a “reincar- 
nation of the Teacher of Righteous- 
ness” in the Scrolls; or the lack of 
justification for the views of J. M. Al- 
legro, who stated that the Church took 
over the way of life of this Jewish sect 
of the Scrolls (p. 126). Professor Bruce 
correctly reiterates Albright’s statement 
that there is “a wide gulf” between the 
doctrines of these Essenes and the 
teaching of fhe Gospel of John (p. 134). 
While there are some general similari- 
ties between the Qumran community 
and the early Christian church, most 
of these stem from their common back- 
ground of the Old Testament. The Jew- 
ish community had ritual washings 
stemming from Ezekiel 36:25, and the 
same promise appears to underlie the 
words of Christ to Nicodemus in John 
3:5. Both go back to the Old Testa- 
ment, but Christ filled the Old Testa- 
ment words with a new content. Pro- 
fessor Bruce is to be commended for 
writing a book that is faithful to the 
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Scriptures, that is accurate and schol- 
arly, and that has drawn the commen- 
dation of liberal (as Millar Burrows) 
as well as conservative scholars. This 
book gives, in 137 pages (followed by 
epilogue and index, 138-144), one of the 
best treatments yet published among 
the briefer books on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 


Divine Democracy. By William Ed- 
ward Smith. (The Meador Pub. Co., Bos- 
ton 15; $3.) “Convinced that the funda- 
mental principles of Christianity have 
to be proved true by reasoning as well 
as by faith,” the author allows his rea- 
son to distort, corrupt, and deny those 
fundamental principles. This volume 
is pure blasphemy. Although it lacks 
the orderly progress of thought to be 
expected in a book of 504 pages, it never 
leaves one in doubt of its main, theme 
—to deny the Trinity, and thus the 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, 
how is this to be connected with the 
idea of divine democracy? “The idea 
of a Christian democracy through free 
political institutions offers to the 
church, and to all people generally, the 
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chance of achieving harmony between 


law and social organizations all that~ 


the Christian conscience demands for 
personal and social freedom, for politi- 
cal equality, social justice, and cultural 
advancement; and the only real hin- 
drance for its full realization is the 
nonacceptance by the church of the di- 
vine doctrine of the one eternal, al- 
mighty Holy Spirit as the only eternal, 
almighty Spirit, God and Father, the 
sovereign Lord of all. When this is 
accepted ‘and adhered to, the millennium 
of Christ’s Kingdom on earth shall have 
arrived” (p. 63). This hindrance seems 
to be epitomizad in Christian schools, 
and what the author desires seems to 
be illustrated in the public schools! We 
can only hope that the author will see 
the error of his ways and come to the 
Saviour who shared’ the glory with the 
Father before the world was. 


Twelve Great Questions About Christ. 
By Clarence E, Macartney. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) 
The original printing of this book was 
in 1923. It is well that so valuable a 
book should be brought out again by 
special arrangements with Fleming H. 
Revell Co. Undoubtedly Dr. Macart- 
ney loved to preach Christ. The Bible 
must have been to him a Book of con- 
stant study. No one could bring forth 
such messages without having mastered 
its contents. He was also familiar with 
the. writings of unbelievers. Those of 
late years he did not advertise by nam- 
ing, but he knew what they said. He 
also knew what those of other times 
said against his Saviour. He knew what 
such men as, Ingersoll] and Paine had to 
say. He even went back to the writ- 
ings of Celsus of the second century, 
and to Cerinthus, a contemporary of 
John. He not only quotes from some 
of these men but he shows how to an- 
swer them crushingly. Faith is increased 
with the reading and abundant evidence 
is supplied that Christ Jesus is indeed 
the Word of God. The believer reads 
the old truths of the Virgin Birth, 
fulfilled prophecy, the miracles, the 
Deity, the Atonement, the Resurrection, 
the Ascension, the Second Corning, and 
others with increasing delight. As he 
reads, his heart burns within him and 
he desires to go out and witness to his 
Saviour. This is a thrillingly delight- 
ful book. It will appeal especially to 
ministers and speakers. 


Immortality. By Loraine Boettner, 
ThM., D.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand. Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
There are three questions to ask in re- 
gard to immortality—What does physi- 
cal death mean and what should be the 
attitude of the Christian toward it? 
Can we prove that man is immortal? 
What is the condition of man between 
death and the resurrection? These 
three questions constitute the three 
parts of this intensely interesting and 
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valwable book. The author believes in 
the full inspiration of the Scriptures 
and seeks his answers from this source. 
In the first section, such interesting sub- 
jects as prayers for the dead and cre- 
mation are discussed. In the second 
division, the author takes up the ques- 
tion from a philosophic standpoint, and 
then turns to the Scriptures for his 
real proof. In the last section the dis- 
cussion of soul sleep, annihilation, pur- 
gatory, and Spiritualism are especially 
valuable. There is one unfortunate 
statement in the book. In discussing 
the intermediate state the author takes 
up the Bible account of the rich man 
and Lazarus. He says, “Lazarus went 
to Heaven not because he was a poor 
man but because hé was a good man.” 
Later on he makes it very evident that 
he does not believe in works salvation, 
for he says, “Christ has done all that is 
necessary for our salvation. Faith in 
His finished work is the only thing that 
ever can or ever will save a sinner from 
hell. His death on the cross was suffi- 
cient to ‘purge’ all our sins without the 
need of ‘purg’-atory.” ; 


Just Why? By V. Raymond Edman. 
(Scripture Press, Wheaton, Ill, $1.50.) 
Here are twenty-two brief, helpful 
meditations on texts of Scripture, for 
which the president of Wheaton College 
has a real gift. He uses alliteration to 
advantage, so the titles all consist of 
one word beginning with “W” and a 
question mark. For example, “Weary?” 
“Worry?” “Wait?” “Willful?” “Worth- 
while?” 

They are introduced by a short dis- 
sertation on “Why?” and Andrew Mur- 
ray’s very fine suggestions as to what 
to say to yourself “in the time of ques- 
tioning.” At the beginning of each is 
a short Bible passage which includes 
the text for the sermonette, and each 
concludes with a helpful poem. The 
little book is pocket-size and the medi- 
tations, each of which can be read in 
about five minutes, are fine spiritual 
food for times of waiting, train trips, 
to compose one’s mind for sleep at 


night, and for comfort in illness. This 
makes an attractive gift. 
- The General Epistle of James. By 


R. V. G. Tasker. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) “Where 


‘loving action is conspicuous by its ab- 


sence, there is irrefutable evidence 
that rea] faith is lacking.” This, the 
theme of the Epistle of James, is very 
scholarly yet simply given by Mr. 
Tasker. There is a very practical and 
forceful emphasis upon the inseparable 
relationship of belief and behavior, doc- 
trine and devotion. The author has 
wonderfully applied the material of his’ 
book both to the church and to the in- 
dividual Christian. This book will 
make a real contribution to the Bible 
student’s library. 
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The Ecuador Martyrs 
(Continued from second page) 


preaching of the Gospel among the 
Aucas—for which the five men gave 
their lives—the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship has perforce been the most 
active. Their planes are used for the 
transportation of missionaries and sup- 
plies and also for the “bucket drop” 
invented by Nate Saint and by means 
of which gifts have been sent down to 
the Aucas. 

Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs readers who de- 
sire to help may send their gifts to one 
or all of the societies as the Lord leads 
them. 

The article in Eternity was a fine re- 
view of Betty Elliot’s book, “Through 
Gates of Splendor,” by Dr. Clyde Kilby 
of Wheaton College. (THE Sunbay 
ScHoot Times will give a copy of this 
book for five 13-weeks subscriptions at 
$1 each [$1.10, Canada, U.S. dollars]). 


Children at Home 


The Littlest Missionary ' 
By Joyce Christensen 


¢¢7 WISH that I would grow up 
faster,” Nancy said with a sigh. 

“Why do you wish that?” asked 
Johnny. They were walking home from 
Sunday school. Johnny took shorter 
steps so his little sister could keep up. 

“So I could start being a mission- 
ary. I want to be just like that lady 
who talked to us today about teaching 
the children in Africa about God and 
Jesus,” Nancy replied. 

“That’s fine, Sis. You couldn’t do 
anything better than to be a mission- 
ary,” Johnny answered, smiling at her. 

“Yes, I know,” Nancy said. “But it 
will be years and years before I will 
be old enough to be one. It seems 
like such a long time!” and she sighed 
again, 

“You don’t have to wait that long. 
You can be a missionary right now!” 
Johnny said. 

“Please don’t tease me,” 
pleaded. “I really mean this.” 
looked at him reproachfully. 

“I’m not teasing you,” Johnny — an- 
swered. “Don’t you know someone 
who doesn’t go to church and Sunday 
school?” 

Nancy looked puzzled. She thought 
so hard that she almost stopped walk- 
ing for a moment. 

“Yes,” ‘she answered finally. 
Lee Smith next door to us. 
never been to Sunday school.” 


‘“Well, there you are!” Johnny ex- 
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claimed. “If you brought her to Sun- 
day school with you, wouldn't you be 
helping someone else to learn about 
God?” 

“Why, yes!” Nancy’s face _ bright- 
ened. “I never thought of that.” 

The next day, Nancy skipped eagerly 
down the sidewalk to Ginny Lee 
Smith’s house. She found her friend 
playing in her back yard. 

“Hi!” Ginny Lee greeted her, “Where 
were you yesterday morning? I went 
to your house to ask You to play with 
me, but no one was home.” 

“I was at Sunday school,” Nancy re- 
plied; “I go every Sunday.” 

Ginny Lee looked at her curiously and 
asked, “Do you like to go to Stnday 
school? What do you do there?” 

“I like it very much,” Nancy an- 
swered. “There are other girls and 


boys there, and we sing our favorite 
hymns and we pray. - Then our teacher 
tells us stories from the Bible. I’m 
sure you would like jit, too. 
come with me next Sunday?” 


Will you 
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“I would like to very much,” Ginny 
Lee answered. “I'll have to ask my 
mother, but I’m sure she will let me. 
Thank you for asking me to go along 
with you. Now let’s go to the park 
and play on the swings.” 

When Nancy came home, she told 
Johnny about her talk with Ginny Lee. 

“You’ve made a good start, Sis,” 
Johnny told her. “There are many 
ways you can do the Lord’s work right 
here at home, while you are little. If 
you are a good little missionary now, 
that will help you to be a better mis- 
sionary in other countries when you 
are grown up.” 

MOUNTAIN LAKE, MINN. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 8 


2. “Unto Every One That Hath .. .” 
Mle (Matt. 25:14-30) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THE Parable of the Laborers in 

the Vineyard, which we considered 
last week, the emphasis was upon the 
fact that true service for God surely 
brings reward, and that reward will be 
abundantly fair and reasonable. This 
week, this second topic in the series of 
four on “Parables of Challenge” empha- 
sizes the responsibility that confronts 
each of us—the responsibility to use 
the gifts that God has given us His 
glory, and the peril of failing to make 
proper use of what God has given us. 

ve 


In the Parable of the Talents, with 
which the Scripture portion for this 
week is concerned, it is evident at once 
that the gifts with which the servants 
were entrusted were not equal (v, 15), 
and that they were apportioned ac- 
cording to the “ability” of each man. 
Not all of us in the Christian life are 
granted the same opportunities for 
service, for we do not all have the same 
equipment and abilities. We are not 
— responsible’ for service that we 
annot perform by God’s help, but we 
are expected to make use of such op- 
portunities as God gives us. Two of 
the men in the parable “traded” with 
the talents that were entrusted to them. 
The word for “traded” is literally 
“wrought,” or “was busy.” In other 
words, they were busy about their mas- 
ter’s business, 


ve 
The “talents” in the parable were 
large sums of money. Today we 


semetimes. speak of a person as “tal- 
ented” when he or she has a natu- 
ral gift, such as the ability to sing 
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or speak well, er to do things with his 
hands, The teaching for us in this parable 
goes deeper than our natural gifts, and 
our “talents” may be thought of as in- 
cluding external opportunities, such as 
those created by possessions or by any 
vocation or ministry we may have in 
the church of Christ. You may think 
of your talent as the office you hold in 
your young people’s organization, or 
your place as a Sunday schoo] teacher, 
or as any opportunity of leadership 
that God has given you in your school 
or in your business. Are you putting 
the particular talent or talents en- 
trusted to you to work for Christ? 


Notice that the one man who buried 
his talent in order to hide it was not 
dishonest. He did not use the money 
entrusted to him for his own purposes 
and he took care, by hiding it, that it 
would be ready to return to his lord 
when the time came. At the time of 
the parable, one could not merely put 
the money in the bank for safekeeping. 
Hiding possessions in a secret place in 
he ground was a common practice 
when one wished to prevent them from 
being stolen. However, this man did 
really deprive his lord of something, 
for the parable shows clearly that the 
master expected that his money would 
be put to use and that he would re- 
ceive the interest from it as well as 
the principal when he returned. It is 
not enough, therefore, when we do not 
use the opportunities that God gives 
us for service for our own ends. He 
expects them to be used for His glory. 
When we fail to do so we rob Him, and 
we merit His condemnation of “wicked 
and slothful.” Even though our op- 
portunities may seem to us to be few 
or unimportant as compared to other 
Christians’ that does not excuse us, for 
our Lord gives them according to our 
ability. Do you suppose it was the traits 
that the lord of the parable saw in his 
servant—traits of laziness and distrust 
of his master—that caused the master 
to entrust to him only one talent? May 
our lack of opportunities indicate that 
our Lord cannot safely entrust us with 
more? Let us ask Him to show us and 
to make us more trustworthy and 
faithful. 

we 

Perhaps the question will rise in our 
minds, as we think about ‘this parable, 
as to whether or not the servant who 
hid his lord’s money represents those 
today who are professing Christians 
but are really not saved. The fact that 
the man was cast into outer darkness 
where there was weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth (v. 30), might cause us 
to suppose that he does not represent 
true believers. However, we cannot 
press this too far, for there are diffi- 
culties on either side. The. parable 
calls this man a servant (v. 14), and 
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even after he hid his lord’s money the 
lord still recognized him as a servant, 
even though he also calls him “wicked 
and slothful.” Unbelievers are never 
called “servants” of God. Furthermore, 
if we consider this unfaithful man as 
representing merely professing Uhris- 
tians, then the parable would seem to 
indicate that every saved person is a 
faithful servant and that all the un- 
faithful are unsaved, and this we know 
is not the case. If only the ones to 
whom the Lord can say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant,” will be 
saved, this would mean that no unfaith- 
ful Christian will enjoy salvation. 


The fact of the matter is that many 
Scripture references show that there 
are Christians who are truly born again 
and yet at times have been unfaithful 
or slothful, and we are warned that 
when the Lord Jesus comes again all 
believers will have to stand before His 
judgment seat to give an account of 
deeds done in the body, not to be in 
jeopardy of salvation, for that question 
has already been settled on the cross 
by the Lord Jesus, if we are truly be- 
lieving in Him. The judgment there 
will be for our works, and we shall 
either receive rewards for faithful serv- 
ice, or see the works that we valued 
so, highly and yet were not in accord 
with God's will or were not done faith- 
fully, brought to nought even though 
we ourselves shall be saved (1 John 
2:28; 1 Cor, 3:12-15), 


bd 


So this parable should cause us to 
think soberly about the way we are 
using the opportunities and the gifts 
with which God has entrusted us. He 
does not expect us to produce results 
beyond our abilities, but He does ex- 
pect faithfulness and consecration and 
obedience in all that we do, and He 
gives us the ability to serve Him faith- 
fully and well. We may have, then, 
either rewards or condemnation, as we 
will, when we stand before the Lord 
Jesus. Which will you have? 

PHILADELPHIA. “ 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 2 to 8 


Mon., Sept. 2.—Jer. 32:9-15. i 
Baruch Receives Deed of Purchase. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I gave the evi- 
dence of the purchase unto Baruch the 
son of Neriah . . . in the presence of 
the witnesses that subscribed the book 
of the purchase.” Jeremiah stands be- 
fore us as a great and God-loved 
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prophet. His obedience to God was 
complete, though often in deep per- 
plexity about God’s ways with him. 
Buying a field then in Israel, even 
though divinely directed, was cause for 
a recheck on God’s orders, lest he be 
in any way mistaken. Faith in God’s 
promise of Israel’s restoration led him 
to give immediate and full obedience 
to His will. His obedience gave Is- 
rael later marked evidence that a 
prophet of God had warned and in- 
structed them. Obey God and leave 
consequences to Him. Pray for full 
Obedience to your Lord’s will in all 
things. 


Tues., Sept. 3.—Jer. 36:9-19. 
Baruch Reads the Scroll. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Then read Ba- 
ruch in the book the words of Jere- 
miah in the house of the Lord.” Ba- 
ruch read the prophecies of Jeremiah 
which the prophet had dictated, as in- 
structed, in the house of the Lord, and 
later in the ears of the princes of the 
people. The siege of Jerusalem was on 
at that time, and its overthrow was 
near at hand. Reception of divinely 
given truth differed then as it does now. 
The king burned the sacred words in 
anger; others were made afraid by 
them. They all likely perished in un- 
belief. Pray for courage to declare the 
truth of God as opportunity affords, and 
leave the rest to God. 


Wed., Sept. 4.—Jer. 36:27-31. 
Another Scroll Prepared. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it/all the 
formér words that were im the first 
roll, which Jehoiakim the king of 
Judah hath burned.” No device against 
the Lord can succeed. He takes the 
wise im their craftiness, as we see in 
this preparation of the second roll. God 
watched over His Word, and His 
prophet was able to rewrite what di- 
vine inspiration had previously made 
known to him. In this we have a mar- 
velous illustration of the statement that 
“the word of the Lord endureth ‘for 
ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). Give out the Word. 
Pray for a great Bible text memorizing 
movement throughout the whole nation, 
starting with the Ten Commandments 
and Beatitudes. t 


Thurs., Sept. 5.—Jeremiah 43:1-7. 
Deported to Egypt. 
Prayer Succestions: “So they came 
into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed 








Please’pray for the staff of The Sun- 
ddy School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





not the voice of the Lord.” Obstinate 
sinners they were, and willful as well 
as blind to truth and reason. They 
walked boldly through God’s com- 
mand, “Go ye not into Egypt” (Jer, 
42:19). Sinners likewise hold in con- 
tempt and ridicule God’s servants who 
speak God’s truth. But sooner or later 
they learn whose word shall stand— 
God’s or theirs. In these days of rising 
juvenile delinquency, let the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Beatitudes, the last 
chapter of Ecclesiastes, the last chap- 
ters of Revelation, and striking Psalms 
like the First, 24th, 90th be drilled into 
young minds.. Pray for the juveniles in 
your locality. 


Fri., Sept. 6.—Jer. 45:1-5. 
Seek No Great Things. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And _ seekest 
thou great things for thyself? seek 
them not.” God used this text to turn 
young Charles Haddon Spurgeon from 
a self-chosen path into God’s will for 
his life’s work. There can be nothing 
better than the will of God, which is 
holy, just, and absolutely and eter- 
nally good. Our Saviour chose the 
Father’s will. The apostles, prophets, 
and the godly men and women of the 
Bible did well when they did so. Let 
your life purpose be to do the will of 
God from the heart. Face life’s prob- 
lems, perplexities, and duties with a 
definite bent toward the will of God. 
Pray in all situations and circum- 
stances, “Thy will, not mine, be done.” 


Sat., Sept. 7.—Psa. 73:1-3, 15-26. 
The Goodness of God. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Truly God is 
good to Israel, even to such as are of 
a clean heart.” God is always eter- 
nally, perfectly good. Israel stands as 
a sign of the goodness of God in her 
history. His purposes to bless the world 
through His ‘chosen nation have not 
altered. He will bless them amazingly. 
But He will bless “such as are of a 
clean heart” also, and may it be that 
you are in this favored company. Pray 
for the peace of Israel. 


Sun., Sept. 8.—Prov. 3:21-27. 
Obey the Lord. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “Then shalt 
thou walk in thy way safely, and thy 
foot shall not stumble.” Walk 
heartily, humbly, Scripturally, and 
after the Spirit, and you will walk 
wisely and safely.. Any other course 
will be folly, vanity and vexation, 
and dangerous. A walk in wisdom 
shows itself in doing good to God’s 
Church, helping the poor and the 
needy, counselling the young, and 
setting a godly example before the 
people of God and especially before 
sinners. Has God been good to you? 
Then obedience is doubly demanded 
of your favored soul. Pray for more 

zeal for ministries of mercy. 
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